scars due to burns, elephantoid conditions and a legion
of functional complaints like Hysteria, Epilepsy and vari-
ous grades of impotence. Medical science could do very
little to these unfortunate conditions at that time. The
patients would exhaust the good-will and skill of all the
doctors of any place and also to some extent their philan-
throphy. Naturally, all these patients gravitate to the
new doctor, more so if he happens to be one of the two
M.B.B.S.'s in a place. Naturally, they expect him to
know the latest in medicine and do something for them.
One has to hear their long, woeful and somtimes irrelevant
history of the disease and failures of treatment, 'and without
showing helplessness dispose them off by a, kind word. If
in over-zeal for enlarging one's practice, you promise them
a cure, you become another addition to the long list of
doctors who swindled them without giving any permanent
relief to their condition. Of course, they promise very
extravagant fee "after the cure0, besides bringing a
hundred similar patients for treatment. From ^their view
point, they were perfectly in order in going from doctor
to doctor and guaranteeing payment, if there is a gua-
rantee of cure. How many Indians can pay medical bills
and drug bills for a chronic ailment extending over
years ?

After all, one cannot keep on refusing to treat such
oases, otherwise one would be left with none, in the early
years of practice. It came to my lot to see a case of
recurrent abscess in the thigh of a young girl of ten. It ali
started when the child was 5 and had a fall. She developed
an abscess in the lower part of the thigh which was
opened by one of my colleagues. It was apparently
cured for four months. Then it started discharging^ pus
again. She was taken to the doctor again and was told
that it was a case of abscess involving the thigh bone, and
would require opening up of the bone. The patient's
father refused operation. So a "bone setter" who pro-
mised, a cure, was engaged, and he plied the wound with
juices and unguents. As usual, with such sinuses, it closed
after some time only to swell again with fever. Now it

48